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GET JUST THE DATA YOU NEED

The ever-growing amount of data maintained within 
today’s IT organizations can make testing more difficult 
and time-consuming. Using full copies of production data 
may no longer be feasible because they cause long testing 
cycles. However, IT professionals need data that represents 
production. Compuware offers a solution.

Compuware File-AID/Related Data XPERT (RDX) offers developers 
and database administrators an efficient way to extract, load, protect 
and delete synchronized subsets of related DB2 and MVS data. 
File-AID/RDX uses an ISPF-like interface to create and populate test 
tables that reflect production relationships accurately using a relevant 
subset of the data, all without coding SQL or writing independent 
programs. Data related by referential integrity (RI) or application-
defined relationships (AR) is copied within the respective DB2 and 
MVS environments with full support for all relational constraints. 

View all related objects

DBAs and developers often need to see all of the objects related to 
a specific, driving object. File-AID/RDX displays the complete set of 
related objects, cascading down through the dependent objects until 
all relationships are shown. File-AID/RDX presents this information in 
a tabular or graphical format, making it easy to visualize the related 
structure. 

Gain more control of extracts 

Getting just what you need is easy. File-AID/RDX enables you to 
generate and execute an extract from a single screen. If the selection 
criteria require changes, the user can optionally specify new selection 
criteria. After the new selection criteria are entered, the extract can be 
executed from that screen.

Users can also extract related DB2 data from the most recent full 
Image Copy using the IBM DB2 Batch Utility (DSNUTILB). With 
this option, you can execute the extract outside of your production 

environment. What does this 
mean to you? Image Copy 
enables users to run an extract 
— without impacting the batch 
window. Image Copy avoids the 
unpredictability of scheduling an 
extract job during the time-
constrained batch window. 

Extract criteria also can be 
shared across DB2 subsystems, 
giving you the option to apply it to 
a different subsystem. 

The File-AID/RDX user interface enables a novice user to generate an extract with minimal input, yet 

provides flexibility to allow an expert user to fine-tune File-AID/RDX to their exact specifications.



Protect sensitive data 

Data privacy regulations and corresponding litigation are an increasing 
concern across industries. Therefore, IT staffs are looking for ways to 
protect their production data from unauthorized viewing — especially 
during application testing, when sensitive data can be very vulnerable 
to fraud or theft.

Compuware Data Privacy solutions span both mainframe and 
distributed platforms, and use consistent data disguise techniques 
across all environments. The powerful integration between File-AID/RDX, 
File-AID/Data Solutions and File-AID/EX provides a unique solution 
to help companies address data privacy requirements in the test 
environment. This combination of File-AID products provides the 
following comprehensive functionality to ensure the privacy of your 
test data:

Encryption: Replace sensitive values with arithmetically formulated 
data using an encryption key.

Masking: Conceal only portions of a field.

Aging: To protect dates that may or may not need to maintain birth-
year integrity, this File-AID combination provides an aging function 
that allows dates to be aged according to the business need.

Data Generation: With this technique, you can generate fictitious data 
from scratch or from some other source.

Translation: This is a very effective way to replace values consistently 
with fictitious, readable values, like names (e.g., replacing Rosemary 
with Susan) or birthdays (e.g., month and day only so the original 
birth year is retained).

To help create and manage privacy specifications, Compuware 
includes a workbench that allows users to define, update and manage 
privacy criteria in a commonly shared repository. Once defined, 
privacy specifications can be applied in the File-AID Related Extract 
component.

Improve control and flexibility of profiles 

File-AID/RDX supports profiles, which are saved sets of variables  
that control the execution and flow of the product. You can customize 
File-AID/RDX to meet your installation’s standards. Profiles can be 
site-wide, specific to groups or applied to an individual user. With 
profiles, administrators can implement File-AID/RDX with greater 
control and flexibility. The profile feature ensures individual users do 
not exceed their profile-defined parameters. 

Quickly create test data for distributed 
applications

Distributed applications in development often lack test data. Creating 
this data from scratch is a tedious process. To create a meaningful 
data sample, you must copy synchronized subsets of all related 
objects required for testing the applications. Using File-AID/RDX and 
File-AID/EX, you can easily populate test databases with related 
mainframe data. File-AID/EX easily loads data into Oracle, Sybase, 
Microsoft SQL Server or DB2. Simply change the creator, table and 
view names to load the exact set required by your target database. 
Column mappings can be defined between source and target tables 
to accommodate differences in column names, types and lengths. 

File-AID/RDX Benefits

•	 Completes more test cycles in less time

•	 Allows an easy refresh or related tables

•	 Preserves data integrity and data relationships

•	 Provides self-sufficiency for developers

•	 Ensures high-quality testing by allowing you to create 
a reusable test environment in which sensitive data is 
protected 

The Extract Menu utilizes profiles to speed up the process of building an extract 

request.



Displayed here is an Extract Reference List of a previously executed saved request. 

Defining an application relationship is easy with File-AID/RDX.
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Easy access to saved requests

The Extract Reference List enables you to choose from previously 
executed saved extract requests, which can be executed directly from 
the list. Previously saved extract requests are configured to roll off 
when a maximum number of entries is reached. These can be locked 
on the list via a single command. A similar Load Reference List is also 
available. You can save all extract and load requests in a user-
specified repository for reuse. This functionality greatly enhances the 
ability of business analysts and other nontechnical users to modify 
and execute extracts without assistance. 

Easily define and access relationships 

File-AID/RDX supports both RI and AR for extracting and creating 
synchronized subsets of test data. Existing relationships can be 
loaded automatically. AR data is easy to add and are stored in the 
File-AID/RDX repository along with RI information.

This relationship repository, a VSAM dataset, is the single source for 
relationships that are required to extract and load relationally intact 
sets of objects. File-AID/RDX lets you define object relationships that 
allow flexible mapping between objects using full or partial columns. 

The Relationship function provides the means of defining 
relationships between objects. These are shared between Compuware 
File-AID for DB2, File-AID/RDX and DBA-XPERT for DB2. For 
reference, you can print a report listing all relationships in the 
relationship dataset. 

Safely purge DB2 data 

To maintain high application performance, production databases 
should only contain necessary rows. The extract, load and delete 
capabilities of File-AID/RDX make it an excellent tool for safely 
purging production data. Archived data can be viewed and restored.

Enterprise-wide data management 

File-AID provides an enterprise data management workbench, 
enabling you to quickly and easily find, create, extract, transfer, 
convert, load, edit, protect, age and maintain data. With File-AID, 
you can focus on the real job at hand — developing and maintaining 
applications that meet business needs. 

To learn more about Compuware File-AID/RDX, visit:  
compuware.com/file-aid


